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Abstract from a Register of Accidents in the Coal Mines of thf 
Charnber and Werneth Company, at Oldham, during the Year ended 
October, 1841. By Josbph Fletcher, Esq., Hon. Sec. 

IRead before the Statistical Society of London, Februart/ 26th, 1843.] 

A REGISTER of the injuries received in the course of their employment 
by the under-ground labourers of a single mining firm, for only one year, 
is scarcely a document to supply results in themselves worthy of serious 
examination by the Statistical Society of London. It is not for these 
results that it is now brought before its notice, but in the hope that the 
example of an accurate observation of the casualties to which mining 
labourers are subject will find imitators so numerous, as to afford data 
equally interesting to humanity and science, and useful to the miners 
themselves, if not in warning them against danger, at least in enabling 
them to form safe provident institutions, to mitigate the evils resulting 
from the accidents to which they are subject. 

This register, commenced without any express view to statistical pur- 
poses, applies to sixteen coal-pits in the vicinity of Oldham, in the east 
of Lancashire, where the inflammable gases seldom cause serious annoy- 
ance, and scarcely ever produce those dreadful explosions which, in some 
districts, destroy at one blast nearly every human being in a pit. Even 
of these worst disasters, the Commons' Committee on Accidents in Mines, 
in 1835, found no available record, the importance of supplying which 
will appear still greater than it did to that Committee, after a glance at 
the following statement of casualties in a district exempt from evils of 
this magnitude, and in mines worked on the most liberal scale, so as 
to reduce the danger of accident far below the average, even in this 
favoured district. 

This statement is derived from the record kept at Oldham, by the 
Chamber and Werneth Colliery Company, of all the accidents requiring 
surgical assistance, which have occurred in their sixteen pits, from the 
end of October, 1840, to the end of October, 1841 ; a record which they 
have been enabled to make in providing gratuitous surgical assistance for 
their people. The amount of casualty here presented is decidedly small 
for a concern of such extent ; and the company's chief agent regards the 
accidents as of a nature which they could not by any means prevent. 
Indeed the endeavours made by this company, in instructing their people 
in the use of the safety-lamp ; in .laying down good regulations, and 
providing respectable underlookers ; and in the outlay of money to make 
their works and gearing good and secure, are worthy of universal imi- 
tation. 

Although the number in each pit varied somewhat in the course of the 
year, the total number in the employment of the company underwent 
scarcely any change ; but the period being one of slack trade, in which 
many of the colliers were not working full time, the exposure to casualty, 
it may be presumed, was proportionately less. 
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A List of the Pits of the Chamber and Werneth Companv, and a Return 
of the Number of Persons employed in them. — Friday, Dec. U, 1840. 



Progressive 
Number, 


Name of each Pit. 


No. of 

Children 

under 13 yrs. 


No. of 
Young Persons 

between 
13 and 21 years. 


No. of 

Persons above 

21 years. 


Total 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 


No. 1, Chamber 
No. 2 ,, 
No. 3 , , 
No. 4 
Trunlev* Pit . . 




7 

« • 

3 

8 
3 
6 
6 
3 
2 
4 
5 
9 
5 
4 
7 
9 
6 


30 

23 
29 
1 
5 
2 
9 

io 
11 
11 

5 
3 

24 

18 

9 


37 

34 

40 

6 

8 

3 

6 

6 

11 

17 

23 

10 

5 

21 

22 

18 


74 

60 
77 
10 
19 
11 
18 
8 
25 
33 
43 
20 
12 
52 
49 
33 


No. 1, Knowle . 
No. 2 ,, . 
No. 2, Broadway 
Little Pit ,, 
No. 2, Hurst Lane 
No. 3 , , 
No. 4 
No. 5 

No. 6 , , 
Kancy Pit . . . 


Lane 


Bowling Green . . • • 
New Snirine • « • • • 




Total . 


. . . 


87 


190 


267 


544 



Accidents demanding Surgical Assistance, which have occurred in the Pits of 
the Chamber and Werneth Colliery Compamj, Oldham, during the Year eruling 
October 31, 1841. 

ADULTS. 



Age, 



Occupjition. 



Nature of Injury. 



43 

25 
21 

23 
40 
35 
55 
30 
40 
60 
Ad, 

60 
60 

26 

23 
30 
30 
23 
20 

60 

34 

29^ 



Coal-getter 
Waggoner 

i s 

Coal-getter 



Waggoner 

Coal-getter 

H(ioker-on) 
at bottom/ 



1840. 
4 Nov. . 

18 „ 
21 ,, 

1841. 

7 Jan... 
1 1 March 
30 ,, 

3 April. 

6 ,, 
26 ,, 
20 May . 

7 June 

19 ,, 

6 July 
15 ,, 

2 Aug. 
25 ,. 

OSept.. 
13 

14 

20 Oct... 
29 



(Foot crushed by .shale falling from roof, and one toe 
( broken. 

A pick struck into his hand. 

Testicles injured by waggon running down brow. 

Fingers crushed by waggon.* 

Back and loins injured by roof falling. 
Do. Do. Do. 

Crushed by the roof falling. 

Killed by the roof faUing on him while at work. 

Foot crushed by a piece of stone faUing from roof. 

Thumb broken by a stone falling on him. 

Wrist injured by waggon running down jig brow. 

Not stated. 

Ankle put out by coal falling on it while at work. 
jHand crushed by a stoue falling from roof while draw- 
( ing posts out. 

Leg crushed by roof falling. 

Knee dislocated by a stone falling from the roof. 

Killed by roof falling while drawing props.f 

Hand crushed by roof falling. 

Toe crushed by coal falling out of waggon. 

Head cut by stone falling from side of shaft. 
fWrist fractured. — Was attempting to stop a waggon 
\ that was going down brow. 

Shoulder hurt by slipping ofi'plates.J 

Head injured by fall of bolt from the cages. 



• The Sjlipijer f^'ettiug off, threw the edge uf wagyon against the roof. 

f The roof being loose, and the lOciu not taking the iirecaution to set a prop near to himself, was kitled 
immediately after knocking out the farther prop. 
} Was pushing some rails over the plates, and they being wet at the time.hc slipped. 
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Accidents in the Hts of the Chamber and Wemeth Colliery Company — oontinued. 

YOUNG PERSONS. 



No. Age. 



Occupation. 



Bate. 



Nature of Injury. 



1 

2 
3 


16 
13 
17 


4 


13 


5 


14 


6 


14 


7 


16 


8 


19 


9 
10 


16 
19 


11 


13 


12 
13 


16 
15 



Waggoner 



1840. 
11 Nov. 
20 ,, 
9 Dec. 

16 ,, 

23 ,. 



1841. 
7 Jan. , 

2 June . 

17 ,, 
24 „ 

7 Aug. 

4 Sept. 
10 ,, 

21 ,, 
6 Oct. , 



Crashed by roof falling : loins and kidneys injured. 

Knocked down by a waggon in jig brow, and legs hurt, 

Arm crushed by a waggon in the bottom.* 
(Finger-end cut oiF by the roof falling on the edge of 
\ waggon. 

Fingers crushed. f 

(Hand crushed. — His hand caught between door-place 
I and waggon. 

Leg fractured by jig-chain gettiiig round it.| 

Waggon ran to the bottom of the brow, and crushed 
his finger. 

Leg bruised by a waggon running down brow. 

Hand crushed. 
/Knocked down by a waggon in the brow, and cut by 
the wheel in the loins. 

Ankle injured. 

Knee injured by a stone falling. 

(Three of his fingers hurt by a waggon against the 
( roof.§ 

fKnee injured by falling on the rails. — Fell while push 
( ing at a waggon. 

(Hip crushed, and other bruises in the hands and legs. 
' — Lamed by the roof falling. 

Fingers crushed by awaggon.|| 

" " >' " 

(Killed by the roof fallmg on him while at work, 
\ — Worked with his father. 



CHILDREN. 



11 



2 


9 


3 


12 


4 


12 


5 


11 


6 


11 


7 


12 


8 


12 





1840. 


Waggoner 


31 Oct. . 




1841. 




14 Jan. . 




23 April. 




11 May . 




21 ,, 




29 ,, 




14 July . 




11 Sept.. 



Run against waggon down jig, and bruised his leg. 

One of his fingers cut off. 
Crushed by waggon in the brow.** 
Fingers crushed between two waggons. 
Fingers broken by waggon against the roof. 
Leg fractured by a stone falling from the roof. 
Thigh fractured, and other bruises.ff 
Leg crushed by roof falling. 



OCCUPATION OF THE PERSONS INJURED. 





Adults. 


Young 
Persons. 


Children. 


Total 


Coal-getters 

Waggoners 

Hooker-on at the bottom of the shaft , . 


18 

4 

1 


19 


's 


18 

31 
1 


23 


19 


8 


50 



* The lail fell as he was takiiij^ the wiiggou to the shaft. 

t In attempting to stop a waggon going down brow, he fell, and it went over his hand. 

X The leg was taken off immediately below the kne e by the surgeons the same day. 

§ Owing to the rail being broken, the waggon was thrown upwards. 

II The waggon slipped off the rails, and was thrown upwards against the roof. 

^ Crushed between the waggon-wheel and rail while lifting up the waggon. 

•* The slipper got off the waggon that was following him, and crushed him. 

ft Cleaning the waggon-road, w hen the shale I'tom the roof i'ell. 
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CAUSES OF INJURY. 





Adults. 


Young 
Persons. 


Children. 


Total. 


From falls of shale, rock, or other materials | 
from thp roof, producing injuries, which in J 
three cases were fatal ) 

From the waggons, by various modes of crush-] 
ing and contusion in the jig-brows, and other > 
parts of the subterranean ways . . . . ) 

From becoming entangled with the jig-chain . 

From a fall on the rails 

From a blow from a pick 

From a fall of a bolt down the shaft . . 

JSot described 


14 
5 

*i 

1 
1 

1 


5 

13 

1 




3 
5 


22 
23 


23 


19 


8 


50 


CHARACTER OF INJURY. 


Deaths by crushing of the body under matter 
falling from the roof , 

Injuries to the lower limbs by crushing and con-1 
tusion, under the various circumstances de- \ 


a 

6 

8 
3 
2 

2 


1 

7 

8 
2 

* • 


4 
3 

• • 


3 

17 

19 
5 
2 

4 


Injuries to the upper limbs by ditto . . 

Injuries to the body by ditto 

Injuries to the head from materials falluip; . . 
Injuries from crushing, not particularly de-1 
scribed / 

Total . . . 


23 


19 


8 


50 



Thus, out of the total numher of 544, 50, or one in 11, have been 
under the hands of the surgeon in the course of the year, the proportion 
being about the same among all ages, although the fatal cases were all 
those ot adult colliers, crushed in the progress of their work in removing 
the mineral deposit from its resting-place underneath insecure strata. It 
is, perhaps, a minority of the collieries of Great Britain that can produce 
so favourable a return. However this may be, the importance of col- 
lecting the statistics of the casualties occurring in mines cannot be over- 
rated, whether the facts be sought for the purpose of detecting the causes 
which lead to them, or in the hope of palliating the evils which are their 
result. 

The record from which the preceding abstract is made cannot be 
regarded as a model of method, especially as the classes of accidents 
which its results exhibit, are those which occur merely in the ordinary 
course of under-ground labour, without any serious exposure to fire-damp, 
and without any instance of the most fatal class of accidents, viz., those 
which occur in the shafts ; among which, such as result from winding 
men and boys over the pulley at the top of the pit, and dashing them 
down the shaft again, chiefly through the employment of children as 
engineers, have repeatedly occurred in this ne^hbourhood. 



